
Second Corinthians is known as one of the “Major 
Epistles”. Second Corinthianas was written as a 
defense on behalf of Paul. The reason Paul needed to 
defend his authority was because the people in the 
church in Corinth denied Paul’s authority and 
questioned his motives. As a result, 2 Corinthians is an 
intensely personal and autobiographical letter.  

Chapter 4 of 2 Corinthians is right in the middle of 
Paul defending his ministry. He starts off chapter 4 by 
giving the purpose of his ministry and explains in verse 
2 that they share the Gospel for no other reason other 
than glorifying God. 

In verses 3-4 Paul acknowledges the fact that even 
though the Gospel was shared, there will be some that 
won’t believe because they have been blinded by 
Satan. Paul goes on to say that he can’t force anyone 
to believe, that is the work of the Holy Spirit and the 
individual’s choice to believe in God.  

In verses 5-6 Paul goes in defense mode once again, 
but in a humble way. Paul knew that there were men 
who accused Paul of preaching for personal gain, but 
Paul reminded the listeners that they don’t preach for 
their personal gain but for the glorification of God. 
Paul reminds the listeners that it is God that does the 
ultimate work of salvation, not the preacher.  

Verse 1-6 show Paul’s acknowledgement of the false 
accusations made against His ministry and His 
character. He acknowledged the fact that even though 
He was doing exactly what God wanted Him to do, He 
still faced struggle.  

 

Paul gives the reason for earthy struggles in Vs. 7-18  

I. Our Struggles don’t Define Us, They Reveal 
God in Us. Vs. 7 

What often makes struggles seem so difficult is 
because we have an twisted view of ourselves.  

We consciously or subconsciously think, “God, I’m 
serving you… where is the abundant life?”  

If we want to overcome our struggle… We must gain 
the right perspective of ourselves!  

“Earthen Vessels”= baked clay in reference to clay 
pots. 

The reason why God chooses to use us is… “so that 
the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of 
us.” 

II. Our Struggles Don’t Weaken Us, They 
Strengthen Us. Vs. 8-12  

Sometimes God permits our vessels to be jarred so 
that some of the treasure will spill out and enrich 
others. Suffering reveals not only the weakness of 
man but also the glory of God.  

Even though we struggle, Paul says that nothing can 
take us away from the reality of God and His grace.  

We must remember that when we are living for the 
Lord and people reject us, they are not ultimately 
rejecting us but God.  

 

 



III. Our Struggles Don’t Harm Us, They 
Benefit Us. Vs. 13-15  

Why must we go through sufferings? So that the 
grace of God that is spreading to others through the 
impact of our suffering will proclaim the Glory of God 
in our life and the lives of others.  

Our Struggles don’t harm us, they benefit us. When 
we suffer, God is glorified, and lives are impacted. 
When lives are impacted we gain because we are 
living for something bigger than ourselves.  
 

IV. Our Struggles don’t Conquer Us, They 
Prepare Us. Vs. 16-18 

In the final thoughts of this chapter, Paul is providing a 
“keep up the work” speech that applies to all 
Christians. 

Paul reminds us in verse 16 that it is the cause of 
Christ that we don’t fate. We aren’t in this life for 
ourselves, this life will pass away. 

So how do we keep going? Keep your focus on God, 
invest in eternity, and God’s grace will give you 
strength.  

If God is so great, then why do I still struggle? 
Because God saw fit to use us to reveal His glory. 
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Our View on God: Part 2  
If God is so Great, then Why do I Still Struggle? 

 
Last week we dove into the commissioning of Moses 
in Exodus 3 and 4. We discovered how the greatness 
of God is displayed through His attributes and His 
power. We discussed how God will never commission 
us without providing the tools necessary for 
accomplishing His plan.  
 
Scripture shows us, on just a small level, how great 
our God is. Nothing trumps God and nothing 
supersedes God.  
 
Even though God is great, I am still left with one 
question, “If God really is great, then why do I still 
struggle?”  
 
In our second and final message in “Our View of God” 
mini-series, we will discuss what the Bible says when it 
comes to the question:  
 

“If God is so Great, Then Why do I Still Struggle?” 

 


