
The book of Acts speaks of the birth and growth of the 
church after the ascension of Christ. After comparing 
and examining all actions done by the Apostles 
regarding the birth of the church, there is one 
common denominator:  

“The work of the Holy Spirit plays the dominate role 
in both the growth of the church and the growth of 

the Christian.”  

The Holy Spirit in the O.T. vs. the Holy Spirit in the N.T.  

The four main functions of the Holy Spirit  
(regeneration, indwelling, restraint, and 
empowerment for service) were present in the Old 
Testament as they were in the New Testament. The 
biggest difference among the functions of the Holy 
Spirit in the O.T. and the N.T. is in reference to the 
indwelling of the Spirit.  

In the O.T. the indwelling of the Holy Spirit was not a 
permanent activity. The Holy Spirit would indwell or 
“come upon” man in order to complete a supernatural 
task. We see these examples with Samson, David, 
Joshua, Saul and others.  

In John 14:16 Jesus promised that the Great 
Comforter would come and abide with man forever. 
On the day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit came and 
indwelt all saved men and women.  

Today, when a person receives Christ as their personal 
Lord and Savior, they are indwelt by the Holy Spirit 
fully and permanently. Among the numerous 
functions of the Holy Spirit, the Holy Spirit acts as both 
a seal to show that we belong to Christ and a down 

payment to show that our inheritance awaits for us in 
heaven.  

The New Testament arrival of the Holy Spirit, also 
known as the Day of Pentecost, marks the birth of the 
church. Christ promised that He would grow the 
church. In order to assist Christians with the growth of 
the church as well as their own personal spiritual 
growth, God sent the Holy Spirit. 

Through the experience at Pentecost, we see the role 
of the Holy Spirit within the church.  

Three ways in which the Holy Spirt grows the church:  

I. The Holy Spirit Grows the Church by 
Empowering Believers.  

The Holy Spirit gives believers…  

A. The Power to Witness. Vrs. 14 

God promises that the Holy Spirit will empower 
Christians by giving boldness, thought, and clarity of 
mind to share the Gospel with others.  

B. The Power to become Holy.  

Through the Holy Spirit working in us, He will give 
everyone one in the church the power to become 
more like Christ.  

C. The Power to Serve.  

The primary way that we as Christians serve the 
church is through the use of our spiritual gifts. Our 
spiritual gifts were specifically and uniquely given to 
us at the moment of salvation.  
 
 



The purpose of the spiritual gifts is two-fold:  

1. To glorify the Father  
2. To edify the church  

 
II. The Holy Spirit Grows the Church by 

Saving Unbelievers.  

The Holy Spirit’s work in unbelievers:  

A. He Convicts of Sin. Vrs. 37  
 

B. He Regenerates the Spirit. Vs. 38; Col. 
2:13 
 

C. He Indwells Man. John 14:16  
 

D. He Seals Man. 2 Cor. 1:22 
 

III. The Holy Spirit Grows the Church by 
Providing Wisdom.  
 

A. Wisdom in Spiritual Growth. Vs. 42  
 

B. Wisdom in Financial Growth. Vs. 44-45  

As it applies to us today, we worship God through our 
tithe. Our tithe goes to further the cause of Christ. 
Prov. 3:9  

When we continue to seek God and His will, God will 
grow the church. Acts 2:46-47  

Let’s continue to grow together as a 
church! 
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Our View on the Holy Spirit: Part 1 
We Believe that the Holy Spirit Grows the Church 

 
As we continue through our doctrinal study for the 
church, we move into the third person of the trinity- 
the Holy Spirit. Because the Holy Spirit is often 
referred to as the “third person” in the trinity, this 
does not mean that He is the third important. All three 
persons are co-equal. The listing has no significance 
regarding their importance.   

Out of all three persons in the trinity, the Holy Spirit is 
often the most confused and misunderstood. During 
one of his missionary trips, the Apostle Paul 
questioned a group of Ephesian “church members” 
about the doctrine of the Holy Spirit. Their response, 
found in Acts 19:2, states: We have not so much as 
heard whether there be any Holy Ghost. 

This statement by the Ephesian disciples illustrates the 
sorry and shameful treatment often given to the Holy 
Spirit. His very existence has been ignored and His 
ministry misunderstood.  


