
What does it mean to be a true follower of Christ?  

Luke 14:25-33 takes place in the latter part of the 
earthly ministry of Jesus. Jesus had ministered all 
throughout Jerusalem and many areas in the Middle 
East. As a result of His ministry, many people quickly 
became fans of Jesus.  

As Jesus ministered and taught the people on his way 
to Jerusalem, a great crowd gathered around Jesus. 
Most likely, the majority of the people in this crowd 
were “just along for the ride.” They liked the idea of 
Jesus, they liked the blessings of Jesus, they were 
impressed by the teaching and miracles of Jesus, but 
they were not true followers of Jesus.  

This crowd reflects many in our society today. Many 
are fans of Jesus. They love the blessings of Jesus. 
They love what Jesus has to offer. They love the peace 
that comes from thoughts about Jesus. As a result, 
because they go to church, because they give, and 
because they do good works, in their minds they are 
good with God. They are fans, but they have never 
become followers.  

Many have been fooled into thinking that a true 
follower of Christ can have both a genuine 
relationship with Christ and an active, unchanging, 
relationship with the world.  

Jesus knew that many that were fans of Him were not 
willing to give up their life in order to become a true 
follower of Him. Jesus, understanding that the end of 
His life on earth is coming near, decides to explain 
what it truly means to be a follower of Christ.  

 

What does it mean to be a true follower of Christ? 

I. A True Follower of Christ Loves Christ 
More. Vs. 26-27 

A. More than other relationships.  

The word “hate” is put into context in Matthew 10:37.  

The “hatred” called for here in this passage is a 
“lesser” love. Jesus was calling for a love so deep and 
a devotion so great that one’s attachment to him 
would make all other relationships seem meaningless.  

B. More than yourself.  

The greatest love that a person must overcome when 
it comes to becoming a true follower of Christ is the 
love one has for himself. 

“bear his cross”- this is a phrase that refers to a 
complete self-denial. Jesus specifically used the cross 
to symbolize the death of oneself to follow Christ. The 
cross evoked a picture of a violent, degrading death.  

Through this phrase, Christ wanted the people to 
understand that following Christ requires…  

1. A complete denial of self  
2. A humbleness to follow Christ  
3. A complete loyalty to Christ no matter the 

cost.  
 
Christ acknowledged that truly following Him is 
difficult because it goes against everything regarding 
our nature. Salvation is by grace along. It calls for the 
knowledge of truth, repentance, denial of self, and a 
submission to Christ.  



II. A True Follower of Christ Surrenders to 
Christ Completely. Vs. 28-33 

Through the next section of verses, Christ wanted the 
people to understand what it truly takes in order to 
follow Him so He sets the bar of a true follower as 
high as possible. 

Full surrender comes with two characteristics:  

A. Full surrender never involves negotiation.  

Jesus wants total dedication, not a half-hearted 
commitment. We can’t pick and choose among Jesus’ 
ideas and follow Him selectively. We must count the 
cost and follow Him completely. 

Jesus never wants our excuses, He just wants our 
commitment.  

B. Full surrender always involves a complete 
trust.  

A full surrender, a true follower of Christ is one that 
places there complete faith and trust in Christ and 
Christ alone. It is not pleasing to God to trust in Him 
plus something else. God wants our complete faith, 
trust, and devotion.  

Followers of Christ are completely 
surrendered to Christ. Fully surrendered 

followers show that they have a 
willingness to follow Christ, even if it 

means physical death. 

 
Pastor Brandon Joyner   June 3, 2018  
Sunday AM     Luke 14:25-33  
 

Our View on Jesus: Part 2  
We Believe that Jesus is the Ultimate Example to Follow 

 
Two weeks ago we began our two week doctrinal 
study on what we believe regarding Jesus Christ. The 
first week we discussed that Jesus Christ came to give 
life, but not just life, an abundant life. We studied 
from Scripture, what it truly means when Jesus said 
He came to give abundant life. 

This week, as we conclude our study on Jesus Christ, I 
must emphasize that we have not covered everything 
regarding the doctrine of Christ. The purpose of this 
quick study is to provide the framework of what we 
believe as a church. 

We believe that Jesus is the ultimate example to 
follow. The purpose of today’s study is not to give the 
reason why we believe that Jesus is the ultimate 
example to follow. The purpose is not to explain what 
it looks like to successfully follow Christ. The purpose 
of this study is to answer one question:  


